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THE ICELANDIC CELEBRATION 

From “The Icelandic People in Manitoba” 

BY W. Kristjanson 

The people of Icelandic extraction in Canada and in the 
United States hold an annual celebration on what is called 
Islendingadagurinn, or “Icelanders’ Day”, on which occasion 
they pay tribute in speech and verse to the land of their origin 
and to the country that is now their own. 

The first Icelandic community celebration in America was 
the impressive Millennial observance at Milwaukee on August 
2, 1874, commemorating a thousand years of settlement of 
Iceland, against a background of the country’s initial victory 
in its struggle for constitutional government. The first Icelandic 
celebration in Winnipeg was held on August 2, 1890. 

The holding of an Icelandic celebration was editorially ad- 
vocated in Heimskringla in the summer of 1888, the writer 
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Saiurday, Sunday, and Monday on Augusl 2nd, 3rd and 4ih 

ai Gimli. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 2nd: 

10:00 a.m. A ten mile road race from Winnipeg Beach to Gimli Fark. 

Registration of competitors will begin at 9:15 a.m. at 
Hwy. 9 and 229 Winnipeg Beach. 

9:00 p.m. Gimli Youih Club dance m the Gimlli Fark Pavilion, fea- 
turrng the Mongrels. 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 3rd: 

10:00 a.m. Interlake baseball tournament at GIMLI COMPOSITE 
HIGH SCHOOL FIELD sponsored by the Gimli Viking 
Ball Club. 

1:00 p.m. Gimli Kinsmen barbecue and games at GIMLI BEACH. 

3:30 p.m. Unveiliing of Vilhjálmur Stefamsson monument at ARNES 
(about 10 miles to the north of Giml'i on Hwy. 9). 

9:00 p.m. A Hootenanny in the GIMLI PARiK PAVILION featuring 
the Three Blind Mice plus One. 

12:00 Midnight dance in the GIMLI PARK PAVILION, featur- 

ing the Sugar and Spice orchestra. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 4ih: 

10:00 a.m. The Icelandic Festiva'l Parade willl leave the JOHNSON 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 


11:00 a.m. Children’s and Special Event Races, GIMLI TRAINING 
CENTRE. For details see page 8. 

12: noon Ti-ack amd Field Competition, eindorsed by Mamitoba Track 
and Field Association, GIMLI TRAINING CENTRE. For 
details see page 9. 

1:00 p.m. A baind concert in GIMLI PARK given by the Training 
Command Band C.F.B. Winnipeg. ALso, at tfiis time a con- 
tinuous showing of a film on Ioeland will start at the 
GIMLI TRAINING CENTRE and run through the after- 
noon. 


Conlinued on page 8 
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Laugardag, sunnudag og mánudag 2., 3., og 4. ágúst 1969 
að Gimli 


LAUGARDAGUR, 2. ÁGÚST: 

10:00 f.h. Hefst líu mílrua þolhlaup frá Winnipeg Beach til Gimli 
Park; skrámng keppenda hefst á vegamotunum Hwy. 9 og 
29 á Winnipeg Beach kl. 9:15 f.h. 

9:00 e.h. Heldur Gimli Youth Club dansskemmtun í GIMLI PARK 
PAVILION; „MONGRELS" hljómsve'itin leikur fyrir dans- 
inum. 


SUNNUDAGUR 3. ÁGÚST: 

10:00 f.h. Fer fram keppnii í baseball fyTir félö£ af mil’livatnasvæð- 
inu; kappleikirnir fara fram á íþrottaleikvangi GIMLI 
COMPOSITE H'IGH SCHOOL undir umsjón Gimli Viking 
Club. 

3:30 e.h. Verður afhjúpaður minnisvarði um Vilhjálm Stefánsson 
að Árnesi (minnisvarðinn er staðsettur um það bil 10 mílur 
norður frá Gimk á Hwy.9). 

9:00 e.h. Gleðimót (Hootenanny) í GIMLI PARK PAVILION; Three 
Blind Mice plus One annast hljóðfæraleik. 

12:00 Miðnættis hefst lágnættisdans í GIMLI PARK PAVILION 
við undiirleik Sugar and Spice hljómsveitarnniar. 


MÁNUDAGUR, 4. ÁGÚST: 

10.00 f.h. Heíst skrúðför frá JOHNSON MEMORIAL SJÚKRAHÚS- 
INU. 

11:00 f.h. Kapphlaup barna og gifts fólks. GIMLI TRAINING. 
CENTRE. Sjá íþróttaskrá á bls. 8. 

12:00 Hádegis íþróttakeppni stjórnað af Manitoba Track and Field 
Associalion. GIMLI TRAINING CENTRE. Sjá íþróttaskrá á 
bls. 9. 

1:00 e.h. Verða haldnir hljómleikar í GIMLI PARK. The Training 
Command Band C.F.B., frá Winnipeg leikur. Siamtímis 
hljómleikunum hefst samfellt kvikmyndasýning um ísland 
í GIMLI TRAINING CENTRE, og heldur sú syning áfram 
það sem eftir er dagsins. 

Framhald á bls. 7. 
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Continued from page 4 
MONDAY, AUGUST 4th: 

FESTIVAL PROGRAM 

2:00 p.m. The main program of the Festival wiil begin in GIMLI 
PARK. This year’s pro-gram wi'll consils-t of the folkrwi'ng 
items: 

1. O Canada; Ó, Guð vors lands 

2. Chadrma-n’s rem-arks J. F. Kristjánsson 

3. Address o-f the Fjallkona .Mrs. Ingitojörg L'illian As-geirson 

4. Initroductio-n of guests of hon-or 

5. Toast to Canada M-r. Frank M. Arn-ason 

6. Vocal Solo Mr. R. P. Frederickson 

accompanied on tlie piano by Mis's Sn-jóiaug Sigurdison 

7. Toast to lceland .Dr. Richard Beck 

8. The Gimli Children’s Ohoir Con-ductor: Mrs. Shirley Johnson 

9. God Save the Queen 


EVENING ENTERTAINMENT 

7:30 p.m. Commui-ty singing in GIMLI PARK under the direction of 
Mr. R. P. Fredericks-on with Mrs. Jóna Kristj-anson ac- 
sompanying on the piano. 

8:00 p.m. The Icelan-dic Festival Bea-uty contest in Gimli Park. 

Introduction -of candidates ain-d -announcement of winners. 
Judges: Mr. Don Rotoertson, Mr. Do-n Williams a-nd Mrs. 
Norma Vadeboncoeur. 


10:00 p.m. — 2:00 a.m. Damce in the GIMLI PARK PAVILION fea- 
turing Johnny and his Musical Mates. 


SPECIAL FESTIVAL FEATURE. GIMLI TRAINING CENTRE, 
RECREATION HALL 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3rd and MONDAY, AUGUST 4th. 

Open from 1.00 p.m. both days. A displ-ay of creative works by 
artists of I-celandic an-cestry, gathered by Profess-o-r Gissur Eliasson. 

The exhibition wiil i-nclude originial paintings, sculpture, ceramics, 
photography and creative arts. 

A coll-ection of traditional and contemporary literary works will 
also be shown. 











ÍSLENDINGADAGURINN 1969 


THE ICELANDIC FESTIVAL OF MANITOBA 

Framlhiald frá bls. 5. 

MÁNUDAGUR 4. ÁGÚST 

HÁTÍÐARSKRÁ 

2:00 e.h. Hefst aðalhátíð fslendin'gadagsins í GIMLI PARK, og verður 
hún sem hér segir: 

1. O Oanada; Ó, Guð vors Lands 

2. Ávarpsorð forseta íslendmgad'agsins J. F. Kristjánsson 

3. Ávarp fjallkonunniar Mrs. Ingibjörg Lillian Ásgeiirson 

4. Kynnings heiðurs'gesta 

5. Minni Kanada .Frank M. Arnason 

6. Einsöngur.R. P. Frederickson 

7. Minni íslands .Dr. Riehard Beck 

8. Bamakór Gimii Söngstjórí: frú Sh'iríey Johnson 

9. God Save the Queen 


KV6LDSKEMMTANIR 

7:30 e.h. Fer fram samsöngur í GIMLI PARK undir stjóm R. P. 
Frederickson; frú Jóna Kristjánsan annast undirleik. 

8:00 e.h. Verður haldin hin árlega fegurðarsamkeppni íslendinga- 
dagsáns í GIMLI PARK, þátttakendur og sigurverarar verða 
kynntir. Dómarar í þessari keppni verða þau Don Robert- 
son, Don Williams og frú Norma Vadeboncoeur. 

10:00 e.h. Leikur Riverton hljómsveitin, JOHNNY AND HIS MUSI- 
CAL MATES fyrir dansi í GIMLI PARK PAVILION. 
Dansinum lýkur kl. 2:00 að morgnli. 


SÉRSTÖK HÁTÍÐARBRIGÐI. 

GIMLI TRAINING CENTRE, RECREATION HALL. 

SUNNUDAGUR 3. ÁGÚST og MÁNUDAGUR 4. ÁGÚST. 

Opin frá kl. 1 e.h. báða daga. Sýriing á verkum listamlanna af 
íslenzkum ættum. Prófessor Gissur Eliasson safriaði. 

Á sýningunni verða frumleg málverk, höggmyndir, leirmunir 
ljósmyndiir og aðrir listmunir. 

Sýnishom eldri og yngri bókmennta verður einnig á sýniingunni. 
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CHILDRENS AND SPECIAL EVENT RACES: 

MONDAY, AUGUST 41h: 

Startiimg at 11.00 a.m. 

Nole new localion al GIMLI TRAINING CENTRE, across ihe slreel, 
norih of Gimli Park. 



Boys 


Girls 

Distamce 

Awards 







lst 

2nd 

3rd 

5 

yrs. and under 

5 

yrs. and under 

40 yds. 

$ .75 

$ .50 

$.25 

6 

yrs. 

6 

yrs. 

50 yds. 

.75 

.50 

.25 

7 

yrs. 

7 

yrs. 

50 yds. 

.75 

.50 

.25 

8 

yrs. 

8 

yrs. 

60 yds. 

1.00 

.75 

.50 

9 

yrs. 

9 

yrs. 

60 yds. 

1.00 

.75 

.50 

10 

yrs. 

10 

yrs. 

60 yds. 

1.00 

.75 

.50 

11 

yrs. 

11 

yrs. 

75 yds. 

1.25 

1.00 

.75 

12 

yrs. 

12 

yrs. 

75 yds. 

1.25 

1.00 

.75 

13 

yrs. 

13 

yrs. 

75 yds. 

1.25 

1.00 

.75 


Míarried men Married women 

100 years and imder 95 years and under 100 yards 2.00 1.50 1.00 


ÍSLENDINGÁDAGSNEFND 

selur 

HARÐFISK, 

ÍSLENZK FLÖGG 

og 

FJALLKONUBÓKINA 

á háiíðasvæðinu 
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JUVENILE AND OPEN TRACK AND FIELD EVENTS 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2nd: 

Special attention is ealled to the 10 raile ro i ad race, Juveniles and 
Mens Open, oin Saturday morning, August 2nd at 10:00 a.m. The race 
w’i'll be from Winnipeg Beach to Gimli Park; registration of partici- 
pants will oommence at 9:15 a.m. at the juncton of Hwy. 9 and 229 
at Winnipeg Beach. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 4th: 

AT GIMLI TRAINING CENTRE, across the street, north of Gimli Park. 

Track and field events begin'niing at 12 o’clock noon. This competition 
is endors'ed and officiated by the Maniitoba Track and and Field Asso- 
ciation in accordance with the rules of the Internatonal Amateur 
Assoeiatiön. 

Seven major trophiies will be awarded, to be held for one year by the 
winners as follows: 

Oddson Shield. Club or school with higbest point stamdliing in all juve- 
nile and open men’s and women’s events includ'ing 10 mii'le rO'ad and 
relay races. 

Hanson Trophy. Indiviual winner of mens open events. 

Einar B. Johnson Trophy. Indiviual winrner of mens open track events. 
Sveinn Sigfússon Trophy: Indivi'dual winner of men’s juvenile events. 
Janet Maddin Trophy. In'dmdual winner of womens open events. 

Dr. Aldis E. Thorlakson Wengel Trophy. Individual winner of womens 
juvenile events. 

Icelandic Canadian Club Trophy. Winner of ten mile road race. 

Sooring wil'l be in accordance with the foHlowing taible. 

PLACE lst 2nd 3rd 4bh 5th 6th 

POINTS 10 8 6 4 2 1 

Rel'ay events will not count towards indmdual point scores, but 
wil'l be considered in breaking t’ies. 


Menis 

Juvenile & Open 

100 Meters . 

200 Meters . 

400 Meters . 

800 Meters . 

1500 Meters . 

3000 Meters . 

4 x 100M Rel'ay 
4 x 200M Relay . 

Shot Put . 

High Jump 
Long Jump . 


Women 

Juvenile & Open 

100 Meters . 

200 Meters . 

400 Meters . 

800 Meters . 

1500 Meters . 

4 x 100M Relay 
4 x 200M Reliay 

S'hiot Put . 

High Jump . 

Lonig Jump . 


The sponsors reserve the right to cancel any event in which there 
t'here are not more than three competitors. 

Note -— All competitors compete at tbeir own risk. 
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Best Wishes on Your 80th Islendingadagurinn 

71/Uuih)! L (B&cuuhf SoIml 

415 GRAHAM AVE., WINNIPEG 
943-6104 — 943-1015 


145A Polo Park Shopping Cenlre 783-7359 

562 Academy Road _ 489-6795 

1727 Main Street _339-7922 


probably being Eggert Johannsson. Several people, the writer 
says, have advocated such an observance, after the fashion of 
other ethnic groups in the country. The Icelandic people he 
remarks, are small in numbers, only a few thousand scattered 
here and there among many millions and they should take every 
possible step that would unite them in thought and feeling. A 
national celebration would do this. Furthermore, the Icelanders 
have no cause to be ashamed of their racial origin. “The dis- 
covery of Vinland, the Republic of the Saga heroes, and their 
hterature are jewels in the crown of the Icelandic nation which 
the filching hand of time can neither steal nor hide.” 


Sigfusson Transportation Co. Ltd. 

Winter Transportation to Northern Manitoba and Ontario 

ROAD BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 


Phone 586-8341 


1803 Hekla Ave., St. James, 23 
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PLAXLAB PRODUCTS LTD. 

Illuminated Plastic Outdoor Signs, Plastic Letters, 
Sheet Plastic Cut to Size 

Phone SP 2-6544 

Einar Arnason, Prop. 591 Marjorie St., St. Jomes 


To Jon Olafsson the poet belongs the credit for securing 
action in the matter. Shortly after his arrival in Winnipeg, in 
1890, he contributed to Logberg an article of considerable 
length, entitled “Onward, Onward, Icelanders”, in which he 
urged that a national celebration be held that summer, on 
August 2, the date of the Millennial celebration. Heimskringla 
did not think the day suitable because of the harvesting and 
haying season, but conceded that it would do for once. The 
two Icelandic weeklies joined forces in strong support of the 
project, and urged various Icelandic associations in the city to 
send representatives to form a committee. The committee as 


ASGEIRSONS 

PAINTS and WALLPAPERS LTD. 

★ 


696 SARGENT AVE. 
Winnipeg, Man. 


PHONE 783-5967 
783-4322 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 

The Western Paint Co. 

Limited 

"The Painter's Supply House Since 1908" 

"COME IN AND SEE US IN OUR NEW WALL COVERING BUILDING" 

521 HARGRAVE ST. WINNIPEG, MAN. 

61 st Year of SERVICE TO THE PAINTER—1 908-1 969 
J. "JACK" A. SCHIMNOWSKI, President 

WH 3-7395 WH 2-7317 


formed included Reverend Jon Bjarnason, Einar Hjorleifsson, 
Jon Olafsson, Eggert Johannsson, Gestur Palsson, Sigtryggur 
Jonasson, and W. H. Paulson. 

A successful celebration was held on August 2, 1890, in 
Victoria Gardens. The Icelandic community in Winnipeg then 


Phone 783-1142 


Fritz Girman 


MUIR'S DRUG STORE LTD. 

J. CLUBB, Pharmacist 


Charlie Weideman 

SKY CHIEF SERVICE 

Sargent and Banning 

Winnipeg, Man. 


Home St. and Ellice Ave., WINNIPEG 


774-4422 
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HERCULES SUPPLY LTD. 

1242 MAIN ST. WINNIPEG 4, MAN. 

Phone 582-2317 


DISTRIBUTORS OF: 

• COMMERCIAL FISHING SUPPLIES 

• TOWN N' COUNTRT 6TAND PAINT & SUPPLIES 
© SEAHORSi BRAND r JPPLIES 


numbered some three thousand people, one-tenth of the entire 
population of the city, and it was a large procession that 
formed upon the grounds south of the First Lutheran church, 
at the corner of Ross and Nena streets. Approximately forty 
carriages had been provided for the women and children. The 


2nd Avenue ond Centre Street 


Phone 642-5505 


GIMLI ESSO SERVICE 

Your Imperial Oil Deoler for Hoppy Motoring 

FULL CAR SERVICE — 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 



Peter and Joe Sulyma 


Gimli, Manitobo 



WESTHOME SUPERMARKET 

We Specialize in Good Quality Meat and lcelandic Smoked Meats 


737 WELLINGTON AVE. 


PHONES 774-3491-2 



NORTHERN AIRE GOLF COURSE 


ARNES—12 MILES NORTH OF GIMLI 

9-HOLE COURSE — BEAUTIFUL GRASS GREENS 
PRACTICE PUTTING GREEN 

For Tournoments, Phone 642-7776 




CENTRE ST. 


GIMLI CAFE f/ / 

Hot Meals and Lunches Served All Day ^v 

PHONE 642-9278 GIMLI, MAN. 


KARDY'S HARDWARE & PAINTS 

Electrical Appliances - Sporting Goods - Giftware - Toys 


CENTRE ST. 


PHONE 642-8838 


GIMLI, MAN. 


Compliments of . . . J XI J 

PERTH'S CLEANER'S & LAUNDERERSrv\ 

N. Valgardson V ) 

PHONE 642-5326 GIMLI, Motritboa 

parade, headed by the Infantry School band, started about 10 
a.m., and travelled east on Ross street; south on Isabel; east 
on Notre Dame Avenue and Portage Avenue; north on Main; 
east on Rupert street, and so to the park. 


J. CHUDD & SONS 

DODGE, PLYMOUTH, CHRYSLER 
VALIANT CARS — DODGE TRUCKS — 


Phone 642-5329 


SHELL OIL PRODUCTS 


GIMLI, MAN. 


H. R. TERGESEN 

D R U G G I S T 

PHONE 642-5939 


MANITOBA 


/ -6 ö 

b ‘ v 


Compliments of . . . 


THE FALCON RESTAURANT 


PHONE 642-8868 


MANITOBA 
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GREENWOOD BARBER SHOP 

Best and Most Popular Barber Shop in Town 

1116 PORTAGE AVENUE WINNIPEG 

PALL RAMSAY - CLIFF JOHNSON 


ALTMAN SHEPS CO. 

FISHERMAN SUPPLIES 

Hardware — Mattresses — Radios — Binoculars 
43 Albert St. Phone WHitehall 2-3761 


AUTO & FIRE INSURANCE — REFRIGERATION — KEY CUTTING 

GOLKO'S ALLIED HARDWARE 

RADIO - T.V. SERVICE — We Service What We Sell 

M. Golko Phone 642-7979 GIMLI, Mon. 

DAN'S TRANSFER LTD. 

Daily Service Winnipeg to Gimli 

WPG. BEACH: Ph. 389-2692 GIMLI: Ph. 642-8857 


The program, with toasts to Iceland and to America, original 
poems, addresses, singing, and sports, set a high standard of 
excellence as well as a pattern for future celebrations. Guests 
of honor included the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir John Schultz; 


r 


ARBORG DRUG STORE 

S. J. TERGESEN, Chemist 

Phone 376-2212 

ARBORG, Mon. 

BEST WISHES . . . 

1 / 

ROBINSON STORES &> 

FAMILY CLOTHING 


Ccntre St., Gimli 

Phone 642-5420 

Compliments of . . . 


NORTH AMERICAN LUMBER & 

SUPPLY 

PHONE 642-5474 

GIMLI, MAN. 





cr 
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Offiee Phone 942-7051 Res. Phone HUdson 9-6488 

S. A. THORARINSON 

BARRISTER ond SOLICITOR — NOTARY PUBLIC 
★ 

2nd FLOOR—CROWN TRUST BLDG. WINNIPEG 1, MAN. 

364 Main Street Canada 


the Attomey-General, Honorable Isaac Campbell, and the 
American consul, Mr. Taylor, and these men paid tribute to 
the Icelandic people. The main speakers were Reverend Bjarna- 
son, Einar Hjorleifsson, Jon Olafsson, and Eggert Johannsson. 
Olafsson and Hjorleifsson delivered original poems. The sports 
program included mnning, jumping, Icelandic wresthng, and a 
boat-race. Community singing followed, with dancing in the 
evening. 

Visitors from the Icelandic settlements in Manitoba and 
North Dakota helped to swell the attendance and the celebration 
was one of the outstanding social events in Winnipeg in that 


WITH COMPLIMENTS OF . . . 

Gimli Transfer & Storage 

(Division of Beaver Storage Company (1966) Ltd.) 

FAST FREIGHT AND EXPRESS 

WINNIPEG — GIMLI — WINNIPEG BEACH 

AGENTS — ALLIED VAN LINES LTD. 

COAST TO COAST MOVING 


WINNIPEG Phone 774-2259 


GIMLI Phone 642-5269 
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Compliments of . . . 

Gimli Construction Co. Ltd. 

EXCAVATING — GRAVEL CRUSHING 
GRAVEL HAULING, ASPHALT AND 
READY MIX CONCRETE 

Phone 642-5351 

GIMLI MANITOBA 


year. The English-language papers devoted considerable space 
to their account of the day and were highly complimentary to 
the Icelandic people. The Free Press pointed out that in com- 
parison with Iceland’s cultural tradition of a thousand years, 
Canada was scarcely out of her infancy, and remarked that the 
Icelandic settlers would not be less but more thought of by all 
intelligent people for possessing pride in their racial origin. 
The Winnipeg Daily Tribune noted that the procession was the 
largest that had been seen on the streets of Winnipeg, and that 
the number of Icelanders in the city was a matter of revelation 
and wonderment. The Tribune also dwelt on the cultural 


Greetings 


to our mony friends 


GIMLI HOTEL 

Visitors possing through the town of Gimli, make it 
a point to poy o visit to the new and up-to-dote Gimli 
Hotel; it has already made a name of its own for 
attractiveness and efficient service. 


Centre Street 


Phone 642-5270 


GIMLI, Man. 
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ARNASON FURNITURE CO. 

Corncr of Ccnfre and Third Ave. 

Furniturc and Appliancc Storc — TV Solcs and Service 

Box 130 Phonc 642-7954 GIMLI # Mon. 


Compliments of 


GIMLI 


MARKUSSON'S GIMLI 

GROCERIES — MEATS — SMALLWARES 


CENTRE and 5th 
Phone 642-7919 


MANITOBA 


achicvement of the Icelandic people and spoke of their charac- 
teristics of thrift, industry, honesty, and loyalty, all of which 
had become a by-word. 

The cclebration of 1890 attractcd attention to the Icelandic 
people, and also enhanced their own apprcciation of thcir na- 
tional heritage. It brought the various Icelandic communities 
closer togethcr. People mct and exchanged news, a-nfl on their 
return they had much to relate, and those unable to attend 
followed the accounts in the papcrs with keen interest. 


GIMLI BRANCH NO. 182 OF ROYAL 
CANADIAN LEGION 

All Legionalres ore cordially invited to visit our clubröoms. 


Compliments of . . . 


D. R. OAKLEY, R.O. 

OPTOMETRIST 

Phone 642-5444 65 Fírst Ave. # GIMLI, Manitoba 
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Compliments of . . 


TIP 

TOP MEAT MARKET 

FOR PRIME QUALITY MEATS 

Phone 642-5418 

GIMLI, Manitoba 

942-4135 

Rcs. 489-7920 

H. 

J. LAWRIE LUDLOW 

BARRISTER. SOLICITOR 

2nd Floor, 364 MAIN ST. WINNIPEG 


THE ICELANDIC CELEBRATION 
TODAY 


The Icelandic Celebration, first held in Winnipeg in 1890 
and at Gimli since 1932, is a special event on the Icelandic 
calendar. The observance of the day coincides with the civic 
holiday in Winnipeg and buses and cars from the city, and cars 
from most ol' the Icelandic communities in the Interlake district 
—from Selkirk, Riverton, Arborg, Lundar, Ashern, and other 
points—converge on Gimli that day. Formerly, Argyle and 
North Dakota were represented. On special occasions, such as 
the diamond jubilce of the celebration in 1949, the attendance 
has been as high as four thousand, but more often in recent 
years it has been 1,500 to 2,000. 


Compliments of . . . 

L. G. ALBERTSON 

EXCAVATING, LANDSCAPING 
GRAVEL HAULING AND LOADING 

GIMLI Phone 642-5888 


MANITOBA 


GIMLI TAILORS 

Phono 642-5032 

Men's ond Lodies' Sults ond Slacks Made to Order & Measure 
OFFICER'S UNIFORMS 

First Avc. & Centre Joe Syczylo GIMLI, Manitoba 
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Compliments of . . . 

Halldor Sigurdson & Son Ltd. 

Lathing and Plastering Contractors 
1212 ST. MARY'S ROAD PH. 256-4648 WINNIPEG 8, MAN. 

BRODIE'S BEST VALU 

GROCERIES AND MEATS 

OPEN DAILY, 9 A.M. - 10 P.M. 

98—3rd Ave., GIMU Phone 642-5913 

Compliments of your friendly 

MACLEODS DEALER 

Phone 642-5489 96 - 3rd Ave., Gimli 


The pattern set at Victoria Gardens in 1890 has been fol- 
lowed over the period of years, with some innovations. The 
Fjallkona was first featured in 1924. The program traditionally 
includes a brief address of welcome from the Fjallkona (the 
Maid of the Mountains); greetings from Iceland, conveyed by 
the Icelandic consul in Winnipeg; grectings from the Province 
of Manitoba; toasts to Iceland and Canada; choral music; sports; 



YOUR IMPERIAL ESSO AGENT 


Esso Heating Oil — Farm Fuels 
Marinefuel & Lubricants 


Phone 642-5235 


GIMLI, Man. 
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TOOLS FOR THE BUILDING, AUTOMOTIVE, AIRCRAFT 
ELECTRICAL, SHEET METAL and MACHINISTS' TRADES 

— Lorgcst Stocks in Winnipcg — 

SWEDISH CANADIAN SALES 

277 Rupert and Princcss 

Phone 943-0485 

COMPLIMENTS OF: 


DEMPSEY'S BARBER SHOP 

CENTRE ST. 

GIMLI, MAN. 

SHUMSKY FURS 


Trodc in your old Fur Coot — $100.00 

Repairing, Remodelling and Storing — New 
Made to Order 

937 Portogo Ave. ot Bonning St. 

783-7727 

Fur Coats 

Established 1927 

CO-OPERATIVE INSURANCE 
AUTO ond FIRE 

SERVICE 

Rae Valgardson 

Ph. 642-5028 Credit Union Officc 

GIMLI, Manitoba 


a procession to the pioneer memorial; community singing at 
twilgiht, and dancing in the evening. In recent years the day 
has begun with a procession of automobiles and floats through 
the town, with the Fjallkona conspicuous in the van. 

The Fjallkona is symbolic of Iceland as Britannia is sym- 
bolic of England. Seated on her elevated throne, clad in the 
beautiful and dignified formal Icelandic national costume of 


JOHN SOLAR 

BLACKSMITH, WELDING AND MACHINE SHOP 

Gimli (South End Road) Mon. 

GIMLI TEXACO SERVICE 

Marfok Lubricotlon — Cor Woshing — Tiros — Bottcrics — Rcpairs 
Bulk Gos, Fucls ond Oils. 

HIGHWAY NO. 9 TELEPHONE 642-7239 


GIMLI, MANITOBA 
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Compliments of . . . 


INTERLAKE 

AGENCIES LTD. 

CENTRE AND FOURTH AVE. 

IF IT'S QUALITY AND SERVICE YOU WANT, CALL DICK ARNASON 

Business 642-8859 

Rcsidcncc Phonc 642-5083 

GIMLI 

MANITOBA 


whitc gown, green robe trimmed with ermine, high-crowned 
head-dress of white veil falling over the shoulders to the waist, 
and gold belt, she is the presiding genius of the day. Two maids 
of honor, formerly clad in the plain Icelandic costume with 
tasselled skull cap, are now dresscd in white. In years gone by, 
when visitors from North Dakota attended, these maids of 
honor were known as Miss Canada and Miss America. 

The thcmes of thc toasts to Iceland, delivered in Icelandic, 
are traditionally the beauty of the Icclandic landscape, the 


WELCGME 

to 

GIMLI 

★ 


THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
GIMLI, MANITOBA 







Bardal Announcement 
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A. S. Bardal Ltd., funeral directors have been in business since 1894. 
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GIMLI MOTOR PRODUCTS 

Chev. - Olds - Chevelle 
Pontiac, Buick, GMC Trucks 

CHEV., OLDS., PONTIAC, BUICK, BEAUMONT, ACADIAN 
and VAUXHALL 

LOUIS ISFELD 

Phone 642-5133 — Home 642-7402 GIMLI ond TEULON 


riches of Icelandic literature, and lceland today. The toasts to 
Canada, in English, would grace any Canada Day celcbration. 
“Canada has opened her arms to us, this beautiful land of the 
future, and taken possession of our minds, and hearts, and to 
her we owe more duties than to learn the English language and 
pay taxes when the times are good”, said Dr. Jon Stefansson 
in 1935. Traditionally, one of these toasts is in the form of 
an original poem. 


Midwest Net & Twine Co. 

COMMERCIAL 

FISHING 

SUPPLIES 

404 Logan Avenue 

WINNIPEG 2 MANITOBA 

PHONE 943-6896 





ÍSLENDINGADAGURINN 


27 


Compliments from your 


RUDÐ’S IGA FOOD LINER 

-K TABLERITE RED BRAND STEER BEEF 
* TABLE FRESH PRODUCE * WE GIVE THANK YOU STAMPS 

Friendly and Courteous Service 

GIMLI MANITOBA 


The 75th anniversary of the settlement of New Iceland was 
commemorated at the 1950 celebration. Rector Palmi Hannes- 
son, special representative of the Icelandic govemment, ex- 
pressed appreciation of the credit which the Icelandic settlers 
in America had earned for the Icelandic people. Fjallkona on 
this occasion was Mrs. A. N. Sommerville (née Steinunn J. 
Stefanson), daughter of one of the pioneers of 1875, and 
speakers at the divine service held on the preceding day were 


DRY CLEANING MACHINE 

now operating at 

Lakeview Coin Laundry 

GIMLI, MAN. (Next door to K. & K. Store) 



You will save money by doing your Dry Cleaning here 


Dry Cleaning $2.50 Per Load Dry Weight 

— TIME LIMIT 121/2 MINUTE CYCLE — 

ATTENDANT OPERATED OPEN NOW 


Compliments of 

VIKING HOLDINGS LTD. 

Mgr. W. F. DAVIDSON 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
2nd Floor Crown Trust Bldg. Winnipeg 1 # Man. 
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Compliments of . . . 

LAKE INN RESTAURANT 

Ist Street and Centre (near the Pier) GIMLI, Man. 


Dr. Runolfur Marteinsson, nephew of Dr. Jon Bjarnason, and 
Reverend Philip M. Petursson, nephew of Dr. Rognvaldur 
Petursson. 

Formerly, the sports events were a prominent feature of the 
day, and for many years the program included, besides track 
and field events, Icelandic wresthng, middle distance running, 
bicycle racing, archery, and baseball. Athletic clubs from 
Winnipeg, Selkirk, Lundar, Argyle and Gimli, and individuals 
from other places competed, and a high standard was set in the 
period from 1905 to 1940 by such outstanding athletes as 
Kristjan Backman, Magnus Kelly, the brothers Jack and Ben 
Baldwin, Einar Johnson, Bjorgvin Stefansson, A. O. (Gusti) 
Magnusson, Sveinn Sigfusson, and others. The coveted trophies 
were the Oddson Shield for club competition, and the Hanson 


GIMLi 

THEATRE 

Compliments to my lcelandic Patrons on the 
Celebration of their National Holiday 

GIMLI, MANITOBA 

E. Greenberg, Monageress 
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Compliments of . . . 

FRASERWOOD CREAMERY 

Owned and Operated by 
BJORNSSON'S 

Fraserwood, Man. Phone 643-5544 

Compliments of . . . 

OLSON FISH MARKET 

FRESH FISH DAILY 

47 - 2nd Ave. PKone 642-7403 


Cup for the individual championship. . . . 

The Icelandic celebration is an occasion for reunions. Rela- 
tives and friends and acquaintances who may not have seen 
each other for a year or a day meet and talk. The scene is 
colorful and animated. Also, the celebration is an occasion for 
Icelandic dishes, and after the program the people stream to 
the pavilion for a repast of rullupylsa, Icelandic brown bread, 
skyr, vinarterta, rolled pancakes, and a cup of molakaffi (coffee 
with lump sugar). 

The original purpose of the celebration was to commemorate 
the granting of a constitution to Iceland in 1874, but in time it 
was to honor the pioneers. A pioneers’ pavihon has been erected 
near the speakers’ platform, in the shade of the stately ever- 
greens. 


JOHANN COIFFURES LTD. 

WHERE ARTISTRY IN HAIR STYLING BEGINS 

CHATEAU BEAUTY SALON 
2537 Portage Ave. 

St. James Shopping Centre 
Phone VErnon 2-0759 

Compliments of . . . 

KRIS THORARINSON 

GENERAL STORE AND LUMBER 


Phone 378-2251 


RIVERTON, Man. 








30 


ÍSLENDIN GADAGURINN 


HAMINGJUÓSKIR 

M. HURTIG & SON 

Famous Furs 

and Ditalia Leather Coats 
261 VAUGHAN STREET 
Opposite The Bay 

"THE HURTIGS OF VAUGHAN STREET" 


Today, the celebration is primarily a pleasurable outing but 
the deeper significance of this festive occasion has not been 
dismissed from the mind. The sacrifices and the achievements 
of the pioneers are recalled. Moreover, the celebration has had 
a cultural significance; it did much for the development of a 
high standard of sports and athletics in the Icelandic commu- 
nities; it long served as a bond between the larger Icelandic 


Selkirk Lumber Co. Ltd. 

COMPLETE BUILDERS' SUPPLIES 

ESTIMATES FREE 

Centre Sf., Gimli, Man.: Ph. 642-8255 
Wpg. Beach: Ph. 389-2024 Selkirk: Ph. 482-3141 
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Compliments of . . . 


AIKINS MacAULAY & 
THORVALDSON 

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

3rd Floor, 333 Broadway Ave. 

Telephone: 943-0801 — 942-8291 
WINNIPEG 1 MANITOBA 


settlements in Manitoba; it has helped to maintain among the 
Canadian born a sympathetic consciousness of Iceland, and to 
maintain a sense of kinship among the people of Icelandic origin 
in Canada. 

The seventy-fifth lcelandic celebration was held on August 
3, 1964, with the Prime Minister of Iceland, Dr Bjarni Bene- 
diktsson, a guest of honor and the main speaker. The Prime 


Compliments of . . . 

Norsmen Notel 

GIMLI, MAN. 


Phone 642-5234 


Cor. 6th and Centre 
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HAMINGJUÓSKIR— 

til íslendinga í tilefni af þjóðhátíð þeirra 

Vér höfum orðið þeirra forréttinda aðnjótandi 
að eiga viðskifti við íslenzka fiskimenn yfir 
lengsta tímabilið í sögu Manitoba-fylkis 

British Columbia Packers Limited 

463 Furby Street WINNIPEG 2, Man. 

OLI P. JOSEPHSON, forstjóri 

Office Phone 775-2495 

Minister was an ambassador of good will. 

In 1967, Canada’s Centennial year, the President of Iceland, 
His Excellency Asgeir Asgeirsson, was the guest of honor and 
delivered the toast to Iceland. 

BUILDING MECHANICS LTD. 

938 ELGIN AVE. 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS — PAINTING AND 
DECORATING CONTRACTORS 

K. W Johannson, Mgr. Phone 783-3971 

Compliments of . . . 

DR. HERMAN JOHNSON 

DR. GESTUR KRISTJANSSON and 

DR. GUDMUNDUR LAMBERTSEN 

PHYSICIANS ond SURGEONS 
Westbrook Medical Centre, Logan & Keewatin 

Winnipeg 3, Manitoba 


Phone 772-9453 








fckdJuahj Biggest Bargain 
In Your Family Budget 

MANITOBA HYDRO 

With Compliments of . . . 

INDEPENDENT FISH CO. LTD. 

F. SHAW, President 

Phone 774-4547 


941 Sherbrook Street 


Winnipeg 2, Manitoba 
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Sensible 
Savers 
talk to 
the 

Royal Bank 


If you don't have o Royal Bank Bonus Savings Account 
why don't you open one next pay-day — or even today! 
Start earning a higher interest rate on your money. Your 
interest is calculated on the minimum monthly balance, 
and it adds up faster than ever. 

Come in and ask us about it. 



WE LIKE TO LOOK AFTER YOU r 

ATTHE ROYALBANK 
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Roof Trouble? 

Phone 774-7855 

ESTIMATES FREE 

• ASPHALT ROOFING • ASBESTOS SIDING 
VENTS INSTALLED TO HELP ELIMINATE CONDENSATION 
ALUMINUM WINDOWS AND DOORS 

J. M. INGIMUNDSON 

632 Simcoe Strect Winnipeg 3, Monitoba 

JOHNSON-HUTCHINSON 
JEWELLERS LTD. 

253 Portage Avcnue, Neor Gorry St. 
WINNIPEG 2 MANITOBA 

COMPLIMENTS OF . . . 

GRETTIR EGGERTSON 

POWER & MINE SUPPLY CO. LTD. 
WESTERN ELEVATOR & MOTOR CO. LTD. 

Phone 943-3531 


123 Princess St. 


Winnipcg 2, Mon. 







Best Wishes . . . 

HAROLD DALMAN 
Shell Bulk Oil Soles 

Phone 642-8877 


90 - 7fh Ave. 


GIMLI, Man. 
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JOHNNY’S SERVICE 

USED CAR SALES 

Complete Engine Tune-Up Analyser 
Marine Repoirs — Shell Oil Products 

JOHNNY SIGURDSON 

Office Homc 

Ph. 378-2268 Ph. 378-5562 RIVERTON, Man. 


TED GAULT 

Rcs. Phone 256-2619 

NELL'S 

FLOWER SHOP 

Wedding Bouquets — Cut 

Flowers — Funeral Designs — Corsages 

Long Distance Calls and Telegrams Receive Prompt Attention 

Phone SPruce 2-9509-0 

921 Notre Dame Ave. 

(Arlington 

& Notre Dame Ave.) 


The Icelandic Festival of Manitoba 
Urges You 

To Patronize Our Advertisers 


Compliments of . . . 

CRONSHAW'S 

JEWELLERY REPAIRS 

40 Centre St. Phone 642-5038 Gimli, Man. 

SIMPSONS-SEARS 


40 Centre St. 


CATALOG SALES OFFICE 
Phone 642-5038 


Gimli, Mon. 
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BIG PLANS? 
LITTLE PLANS? 

bankplan 

No matter what you're borrowing for, ask your 
local managerfora Commerce Bankplan loan. 

CANADIAN IMPERIAl^ll^BANK OF COMMERCE 
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WITH BEST WISHES 


The Geo. Melean Co. Itd. 


WHOLESALE CROCERS 


WINNIPEG 


MANITOBA 


(BsiöJL (ÚÍAhsi&u .. 


FROM 


JhsL JimlL WsuikaL QsmihsL 


DR. A. B. INGIMUNDSSON 
DR. C. R. SCRIBNER 


DR. F. E. SCRIBNER 
DR. J. G. JOHNSON 
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SHORELINER MOTEL 

Fully modern, furnished, light housekeeping units with TV. 

Monthly Rates available. 

Phone 642-5992 Lake Front GIMLI, Man. 

JOHN ond WINONA HART 

Compliments of . . . 

RIVERTON TRANSFER 

Olafson Bros., Prop. 

RIVERTON, Manitoba Ph. 378-2394 


Compliments of . . . H j 

SIGURDSON'S FISHERIES LTD. ^ 

RIVERTON, Manitoba Ph. 378-2456 

Compliments of . . . 

VIKING PRINTERS 

868 Arlington St. WINNIPEG 3, Man. Phone 774-6251 

Compliments to the lcelandic Celebration 

from 

PARK CONCESSIONS 

GORDY ARNASON 

FIRMAN BROS. 

Front End Wheel Álignment 
Complete Brake Service and Car Towing 
PHONE 642-8857 GIMLI 

NORTHLAND PLUMBING & HEATING 

INSTALLATIONS — REPAIRS 
SEPTIC TANKS — FREE ESTIMATES 

97 - 6th Ave. Gimli 642-5369 

CIMLI AUTO BODY 

YOUR FORD AND MERCURY DEALER 
#9 Highway and Airport Road 
Phone 642-5247 L. ISFELD GIMLI, Manitoba 

BEST WISHES 




vL 
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Compliments of . . . 

CENTRAL BAKERY 

D. ond L. ALBRECHT 

Home Madc Bread, Pastries, Cakes, Kringlar, Rusks 
Weddina Cakes 

Phone 642-5544 Gimli, Man. 

BRISTOW'S FRESH FISH 

39 - 2nd Ave., Gimli 
Phone 642-5401 


Compliments of . . . 

DR. M. W. KOHN 

DENTIST 

Phone 642-5444 65 First Ave., Gimli 


Compliments of . . . 

H. P. TERGESEN & SONS, 
GENERAL STORE 

Est. 1899 

Phone 642-5958 Gimli, Mon. 


Compliments of . . . 

DOCKSIDE FISH PRODUCTS 

Phone 642-5108 
GIMLI, MANITOBA 


Best Wishes ... / 7 I 

TARGET STORE (f\K 

Fomily Clothing • 

Phone 642-5246 Centre St., Gimli 


EINARSON REALTY 

INSURANCE & RENTALS 

60 - lst Ave. 

Phone 642-5585 Gimli, Man. 


Compliments of . . . 

DR. TH. TYZEK 

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON 

COMMERCIAL BLDG. 

GIMLI, Manitoba Office 642-5468, Res. 642-7737 





Haming juoskir 

til íslendinga fjær og nær á 80. 
þjóðhátíð þeirra í Vesturheimi. 

KEYSTONE FISHERIES LIMITED 

G. F. JÓNASSON, eigandi og forstjóri 


16 Martho Street, WINNIPEG 


Phone WHitehall 2-0021 







The 

money planner 



True Savings True Chequing 


Pays an attractive 
interest rate on 
minimum monthly 
balance. Helps you 
plan your way to the 
things you want — 
gives you a firm grip 
on what you have. 


Provides monthly ac- 
count statements. Free 
personalized cheques. 
Combined with your 
True Savings Account, 
it gives you a total 
picture of your finances. 
Free “Chequeretary” 
wallet, too! 



Bank the new True way at 

Bankof Montreal 


Canada’s First Bank 


Gimli, Man. Branch — Open Tuesday to Saturday Inclusive 

Manager - D. T. George 

Winnipeg Branch Sub-Agency — Open Tuesday to Saturday Inclusive 

Manager - G. D. Noe 





COMPLIMENTS 

of 

JOHN LECKIE m» 

Distributors of Commercial Fishing Equipment 


"Tanglefin" 
"Moose Brand" 
"Moose Brand" 


NYLON GILL NETTING 
POLYPROPELENE 

COTTON SIDELINES & 
SEAMING TWINES 

SIDELINES AND 
SEAMING TWINES 


★ 

MARINE HARDWARE MARINE PAINTS 

LIFE SAVING EQUIPMENT 

★ 


WINNIPEG, MAN. 
774-1887 


ST.-JAMES-ASSINIBOIA 
640 King Edword St. 


COLUMBIA PRINTERS 







I 




. 






_ 




